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will to steal and changed into an honest man by developing
that divine spark within him which Jesus insisted on as the
everyday reality of what the atheist denies.' To such an
attitude one might object, of course, as Dostoevsky made
his Grand Inquisitor in The Brothers Karamazov object, on
the ground that such a concept for conduct was all very well
for the few who were strong enough in spirit to bear its
burden, but what of the many and the weak ?
These three reforms then: fair and equal distribution of
the earth's potential plenty, to abolish poverty; the formu-
lation and inculcation of a credible religious creed, to give
men a common body of spiritual assumptions on which
they can act with lively faith; and, to abolish cruelty, the
transformation of punishment for criminals into treatment
for the curable and extermination for the incurable: these
are the main changes that Shaw advocated as he surveyed
the society of his time, with its poverty and greed, spiritual
hopelessness, and cruelty.
He is after many other changes too, of course, for he
would reform everything, but all of them are subsidiary to
the trinity mentioned above, and the majority, he thinks,
would fall into their proper places once the big changes had
been made. The way Shaw would have us change our
views about marriage, for instance, is indicated by such
remarks as the following:
4 Healthy marriages are partnerships of companionable
and affectionate friendship, and cases of lifelong love,
whether sentimental or sensual, ought to be sent to the
doctor if not to the executioner.'
'No political constitution will ever succeed or deserve to
succeed unless it includes the recognition of an absolute
right to sexual experience, and is untainted by the Pauline
or romantic view of such experience as sinful in itself.'
*The practical solution is to make the individual econo-
mically independent of marriage and the family, and to
make marriage as easily dissoluble as any other partnership.'
*To put it briefly, a contract for better or worse is a
contract that should not be tolerated.'
Then there is nationalization. Industry must be national-
ized; the professions must be nationalized; in the Utopia